
The Central Wisconsin Children's
Museum is a non-profit family-based
discovery place where children and
adults play and explore life together
to strengthen confidence, capabilities
and creativi ty through hands-on
investigation.

Location:
CenterPoint MarketPlace,
downtown S tevens Point

Hours:
Wed - Sat, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Second Thursday of each
month, 6 to 8 p.m.

Admission:
$2 per person;
free for infant s up to 12 months

Phone:  715-344-2003
Email:  cwcm@sbcglobal.net

CWCM Board of Directors:
Erin Andrews
Kelly Braun, Vice President
Kelly Fleischman Borchardt
Amy Eddy, Secretary
Susan Henry, Treasurer
Mark Hilliker, President
Joan Johanson
Edie Kraus
Koree McCarrier
Simone Okray
Jennifer Williams
Mary Williams
Jennifer Young

CWCM Staff:
Tiffany Wilhelm, Executive Director
Erin McVeigh, Education Coordinator
Doreen Finnie, Marketing Director
Tonya Kowalski, Floor Manager/

Education Facilitator
Erica Ringlespaugh, On-Call

Education Facilitator
Amy Formella, Toddler Music

A Letter from the Kurzynski Family

Becoming members of the Central
Wisconsin Children’s Museum has proven
to be one of the best decisions we have
ever made in promoting the intellectual,
physical, emotional, and social growth of
our two-year-old son. It has become an
irreplaceable part of our family’s life.

When we first started taking our son to
the museum, we saw it as merely a place
where he had access to a collection of toys
that were different than those he had at
home.  We soon saw what a superficial
judgment that was.  He loved exploring
the different centers that the museum staff
keeps so wonderfully supplied and
organized, but we came to realize that
these stations were designed to guide and
direct his play, providing him with fun
and stimulating opportunities to exercise
his budding physical skills as well as his
inner sensibilities.  He was honing his eye-
hand coordination.  He was figuring out
how simple machines worked.  He was
practicing independence by playing on his
own.  In short, he was learning about his
world through direct interaction with it
by means of brightly colored, textured
objects of various sizes and shapes
specifically designed and selected to meet
the needs of his toddler’s body and mind.

Along with watching our son’s physical
development progress with the help of the
Children’s Museum’s outstanding staff
and facilities, it has been particularly
meaningful and touching for us to watch
his social skills develop there.  He has
made friends with several other children

around his age who also frequent the
museum, so he has had to learn the
importance of cooperation, sharing, and
the need to respect others.  The Children’s
Museum has become a place where we not
only spend time as a family of three but
where we adults also can meet, interact
with, and share with other parents.
Meeting and learning from these other
young couples who are going through the
same joys and challenges as we are in
raising children has proved to be invaluable
to us, and we have the Children’s Museum
to thank for bringing us together.

We can’t say enough good and
complimentary things about the Central
Wisconsin Children’s Museum and its
staff.  It has become an institution every
bit as important to our family life as are
places such as the schools, churches,
public libraries, and public parks.  We
feel every young family should become
a member of the Children’s Museum.
The museum and its staff are making a
difference in the lives of children and
their parents in Stevens Point and Central
Wisconsin, and they deserve every ounce
of support that
others are able to
give them.

Most respectfully,
Brian and Daniela
Kurzynski

We can’t thank you enough, Brian,
Daniela, and Marco for your letter that
has truly touched all of us at the Museum.

The 2004 Annual Report for the Central W isconsin Children’ s Museum

 From a Member’s Point of View



2004 Report Card

Our favorite grownups give us all kinds of things like gifts of time, gifts of the things we need, gifts of the things we
like, and gifts of the money we need to grow.  In fact, we got 41% more gifts from individuals and families than in
2003  WOW!  Businesses, you only increased by 27%, so you have some catching up to do!  (Naw, we’re just kiddin’!)
A big THANK YOU to all!  (And we’re not just saying that ‘cause our Moms told us to - we really mean it!)
Gifts worth  $1000 and over
CenterPoint MarketPlace
Stevens Point Arts Council
Delta Dental
Lands’ End Inc.
Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.
Saint Michaels Hospital / Rice Medical Center
Edie Kraus
Stevens Point Target Store
Skyward, Inc.

Gifts of $500 and over
Erin and Ryan Andrews
Ward and Ethel Cable Fund
Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church
UWSP Multicultural Affairs Office
Jennifer and Todd Williams

Gifts of $200 and over
Heidi Okreglicki
Stevens Point Area Education Association Fnd
Eco-Building & Forestry, LLC
Judy & Gene Bostian
Susan and David Henry
Mark and Colleen Hilliker
Emy J’s
Carol Koziol-Bialik
Art Lersch
Casey S. B. McEnelly
The Nielsen Family
Noel Compass Foundation - John & Patty Noel
Stevens Point Junior Women’s Club
Robert and Ann Shannon
Mary Williams
Harley and Cheryl Andrews

in honor of Josh and Riley
Roseann Willett-DeBot and William DeBot

Gifts of $100 and over
Stevens Point Area Co-op
Lisa Hansen
Advantage Communications and

Angie Heuck-Diekroeger and Greg Diekroeger
Commercial Roofing, Inc
Dental Health Center
Lee Ayers Jewelry
Jim and Sheila Banovetz
Scott and Suzanne Bruneau
Kristie Cecil in honor of Andrea Neuhauser
Herrschners
Dr. Alice Clawson
Jim and Barb DeWeerd

Egle Landscaping
Stephen Faber
Mary Fleischauer
Dr. Helen Godfrey
Dave and Karen Henneghan
James D Hom DDS, SC
Molly and John Hyland
Robert and Betty Jenkins

in honor of Pauline Isaacson
Joan Joerns
Joan and Ted Johanson
Karen Leahy
Anderson, O’Brien, Bertz, Skrenes & Golla
McDonald Title Company
Diana McGinley and P.J. McGinley, Jr.
Don and Tina Peters
Robert and Amy Prellwitz
Stevens Point Area Retired Teachers

Association (SPARTA)
Todd and Carol Rave
Team Schierl Companies
Schierl Family Fund
Marjorie Spring
Thomas Stout CPA
Dennis and Judy Surna in honor of Kate Young
Dr. and Mrs. Randal F. Wojciehoski

In-Kind Gif ts
All CWCM 2004 Board Members
The Stevens Point Brewery
Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.
Gepetto’s Workshop
Arbuckles Eatery
Volunteer Center, United Way of Portage County
Humane Society of Portage County
Greg and Cindy Chelcun
Herrschners
Tim Connell
The Golden Peacock
Kids Voting USA - Wisconsin
The League of Women Voters of the

Stevens Point Area
Ken Firkus
Digicopy
Stevens Point Realty/GMAC
Stevens Point Woman’s Club
League of Women Voters
Hostel Shoppe Ltd
Grunwaldt & Associates, LLC
Guu’s On Main
The Supreme Bean
Dan Houlihan

Nancy and Al Jenewein
Stevens Point Woman’s Club
Daryl Kirkenbock
The Kowalski Family
Carol Koziol-Bialik
Geary Larrick
Koree McCarrier
Erin McVeigh
Portesi’s Italian Foods
The Companion Shop
Ed Plada
Stevens Point Area Retired Teachers Assn.
Dan and Linda Revai
John and Betty Ringelspaugh
Jack Rockwood
The Portage County Gazette
Dick and Ruth Steffen
The Steinweber Family
Melba Sullivan
CenterPoint MarketPlace
SPASH Science Club and Project Grad
June & Cal Wilhelm
Stevens Point Area Co-op
Nice as New
Pagliacci’s
Shop Ko
Silver Coach
Worzalla Publishing

Gifts of under $100
57 familes, individuals and businesses gave

gifts of under $100 in 2004.  Many thanks!

We also thank everyone who purchased
donuts, raffle tickets, or silent auction
items or put money into our piggy bank!

We’re very sorry if we’ve missed you or messed up your name.  We hope you still like us and will let us know so we can get it right next time!

A new year means it’s time to check and see how we’ve been doing.  Just like any seven-year-old, we have lots of energy,
we are learning and growing every day, we are proud of our accomplishments, and we have big plans!  As long as the
support from all of you keeps growing, so will we!  Read on to learn about some of the great things we’ve been doing and
the great things we have planned!

 Our Favorite Grownups of 2004
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Our volunteer “heroes” from Associated Bank



2004 Report Card (continued)

Social Skills

As we grow older, we’re making more friends - 26% more
friends came through our doors in 2004 than the year before!

A+

73 member families and organizations have joined the Museum .
Melissa & Darien Garski
Cindy Kubicek, David and Emily Halfmann
John, Tara, Noah, and Aedan Jaeger
Kari, Bob, Paige and Wesley Kussow
John, Amy, Jessica, Brennon, Marissa and Brianna Oglesby
Kathy, Jeff and Mara Steinweber
Sarah, Jason and Joshua Davis
Jake, Jennifer, Madison and Brooke Hojnacki
James, Catherine and Celia Barrett
Pat Cooney and young friends
Daniela, Brian and Marco Kurzynski
Eva Bebeau and young friends
Sara, Steve and Nicholas Cywinski
Nina Mairs, Mick Veum, Edie Veum and Ashley Poirier
Sarah, Bill and Eleanor Belcher
Lance, Tiffany, Amanda and Tavia Broecker
John, Alexandra, Mary Faith, Michael and Madeline Everman
Renee Martell, Mike and Megan Fahey
Anna, Carol, Tom, and Cameron McCarrier
Heidi, George and Maddie Kvatek
Kathleen Norby, Joseph and Soren Luther, and Billy Stack
Kelly, Craig, Sienna and Aubrey Borchardt
The Youngstrom Family
Anne, John, Paige and Nicholas Proctor
Timothy, Kellie and Cameron Tucker
Jennifer, Charles and Kate Young
Nick, Lyssa and Bingham Brazeau
Kelly and Becca Braun
Brian, Heidi, Caitlyn, Keegan, and Breanna Leahy
Jane E., Todd, Elizabeth and Amanda Ciewski
Sue, Scott, Kaylee, Alayna, and Jayden Bruneau
Kim, Shiloh and Aidan Simons
Tonya, Chris, Peyton, Foster and Baby Kowalski
Leslie, Jason, Ian and Raven Poeske and Nicole Lang
Holly, Chris, Jessica and Heather Voll
Carrie, Brian and Madeline Wojchik

Alison, Daniel, Henry and Eleanor Bennett
The Stevens Point Boys & Girls Club
Linda Lais, Angela Wierzba and young friends
Tricia, Jeff, Allison and Jessica Kleman
David, Amy, Mikayla, Breanna and Melody Moore
Imelda and Justine Horvath, Chandoppe, Lonimi Lafe and Tyler
Karen Bezella-Bond, Alan, Trevor and Owen Bond
Dick, Jane, Mary, Megan, and Nolan Siebert
Jenny, Andy, Travis and Theodore Wilkinson
The Achievement Center Early Intervention Program
Kaia, Rob, Taylor and Mikala Durall
Sandy, Jim, Maya, and Kylie Stitzlein
Mary, David, Charlie, Sam, and Alice Powell
Jim, Krista, Macy, Olivia, Zack and Baby Mendyke
Angie, Richard, Katrina and Emily Hauer
Mike, Penny and Saige Fink, Pat and Norb Hojnacki
Karen, Michael, Colton and Baby Thielman and Amanda Rutkowski
Carrie, Scott and Megan Bonikowske
Katie, Dan, Keenan and Helena Normington
Erica Castro, Robbie Johnson and Nevaeh
Kristine, Cal, Sarah and Ted Irons
Julie, Bill, Anna and Noah Hlavac
Greg Pfluger, Connie McElvone and Elena
Rod, Rachel, Sophia and Ella Gullixon
Julie, Kevin and Madison Ulrich
Madison View Head Start Programs
Kyle, Vicky and Kaitlyn Flanagan
Lisa, Tony, Tiffany and Meliah Falduto
Lynette, Gil and Max Kvatek
Victoria, Jesse, Jean and Jake Schultz, and Sue Fletcher
Sara, Mat and Mattie Guinn, Jean Schultz and April Fabishiak
Roseann Willett-DeBot, William DeBot and grandkids
Kim, John, David and Jaden Jones and Sarah Jacobi
Jackie Elliott and grandkids
Kari, Todd, Maren and Logan Worzella
Jessica, John and Daisy Jagoditsh
Jessica, Marc and Sara Young

 Some of the Important Friends We Made

Math

Although we started the year thinking we might have to
spend more money than we put into our piggy bank
(we had planned for a decifit of up to $8,000, 20% of our piggy bank!),
we nearly broke even.  We are very proud of that!

Income $42,542
Admissions, Memberships, and Parties 33%

37% more than our goal and 55% more than 2003
Donations, Grants, and Fundraisers 67%

30% more than our goal and 22% more than 2003
(not including 2003 capital contributions)

Expenses $42,832
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2004 Report Card (continued)

Languages

I like “going around the hat!” says Marco.  I like “the coloring,”
says Dinesh.  It seems to be the variety of activities in Spectacular
Spanish that keeps us wanting to learn more and more!

A+

Have you noticed our Book of the Week in the Art Room?
CWCM was awarded a grant from Target Stores to support
our early literacy programming.  Together we want to
encourage adults and children to read together by providing a
Book of the Week and corresponding learning activities that
align with the current monthly theme.  The Book of the Week
program is based on the following beliefs...

• Reading together gives children and their parents or
caregivers a chance to connect.

• Sharing books with babies, toddlers and young children
leads to enhanced language development.

• Reading gives children exposure to stimulating new ideas,
encourages their curiosity and imagination, and supports
them as they learn to read and write.

Reading A+

2004 Overall Grade for CWCM:   ____ !A+

Science A+

Betty Trainer, Sue
Sippel and Sally
Freckmann (not pictured)

of the League of Women
Voters of the Stevens
Point Area, along with
Dick and Jane Allen
from Kids Vote USA -
WI helped us with
activities during
Democracy Day.

Citizenship

We all had the
chance to make
our opinions count
throughout the
month of October,
when we choose
Fairy Tales to be
our January theme.

The SPASH Science Club
came back this year and
showed us more fun things
we could do ourselves like
make slime, climb inside a
giant bubble and get
shrinkwrapped.  We barely
noticed that we were learning
the whole time!  Then on
Science Saturday we got to
mix colorful liquids and feel
like we were real scientists,
which, of course, we are!

Looking Ahead

• attracting at least 8400 people to come play with us
• attracting at least 100 member families to join our

membership program
• having a successful first-time fundraising event
• opening a new exhibit space (the Dorie’s Stories Reading Room)
• hosting our first traveling exhibit

What do we hope to achieve in 2005?  Well, we some of our goals include...

• increasing our circle of friendships and partnerships with
other Central Wisconsin organizations

• increasing support from individuals, families, businesses and
organizations so the Museum can continue to provide
resources that stimulate imagination, build self-confidence
and make learning fun for thousands of children and families

Book of the Week
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A+


